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COMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 

4 General Meeting Ivor Graney 'Frogs' 

8 Wildflower Tour Bannockburn Tym Barlow and Mark Trengove 

9 Biodiversity Group Excursion + Ponding at-Beeac Ade Foster 5243 9478 
11 Plant Group Meeting ‘Grevillea, Orchids, Tea-tree' 
16 Excursion * Steiglitz Leader: Gordon McCarthy 5243 1826 
25 Bird Group Meeting Marilyn Hewish 'To The Arctic: birdwatching in Norway' 
26 Biodiversity Group + Workshop Meeting _ ‘Flinders Ranges, slide & specimen night 

DECEMBER 

2 General Meeting Members Night Slides of Fraser Island and supper 

7 Biodiversity Group Excursion + Edwards Point 

7 Challenge Bird Count 

9 Plant Group Meeting . “Pea Plants” 


NOTE: The speakers for the February and March General Meetings have exchanged nights. 
The revised program is as follows: 
FEBRUARY -a deak Douglas 'Life Through The Ages at Geelong' 
MARCH Karen Alexander 'Macquarie Island' 


* 


* CHANGES TO PROGRAM 
ADDITIONS TO PROGRAM 
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Environment Festival and 
Alternative Technology 
Expo. 

... Dick Southcombe 


Eastern Park November 15th from 
1.00 p.m. 


The purpose of the hard working 
group staging this festival is: 

1 To bring all regional groups 
together to enable each to 
display/demonstrate their 
particular approach to 
protecting the environment. 

2 To provide information on and 
to demonstrate alternative 
technology. 

3 To launch a regional 
bio-diversity watch 
group which will 
press for ecologically 
sustainable solutions. 

4 To inform/activate a 
Regional 
Environmental 
Network. 

5 To encourage many 
people to attend the 
Expo. 


Our club will participate and 
all members and their 
friends are urged to visit the 


The following 
Treasurer. 


BIO-DIVERSITY GROUP 


At the last meeting of the group 
Les Barrow resigned as Group 
Convenor. 


Ade Foster was elected to take up 
the position and we wish him well. 


If any members, especially new 
members, have any queries 
regarding the group's activities, 
then Ade is the man to contact. 


It was Les Barrow who conceived 
the idea of this group and we 
thank him for his work since its 
inception. 

E 


Believe it or not; only 51 days to go! 


Christmas Gift Suggestions 


All items at reduced cost. 


Birds Australia (RAOU) 1998 Calendar 
Mammals of Victoria 


items are available from the 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Gordon McCarthy 


Sunday, November 16. 
Steiglitz area. 


This excursion has been advertised 
in the club program as a campout 
but this is incorrect; the campout 
was to Glenburn on last weekend. 


Dick Southcombe and | looked over 
the Moreep bushland block but 
found it unsuitable for an excursion, 
so it has been decided to start off at 
Steiglitz instead. 


The Community Bus will 
leave Karingal at 9.00 am 
sharp. 


We wil meet at the 
Steiglitz Courthouse at 
9.45 am. 


The creek environs behind 
the courthouse are a good 
bird area where we may 
$ see Speckled Warbler, 


Expo. 


We intend to demonstrate 
our club's diverse interests 


Trees of Victoria and Adjoining Areas 
(L.Costermans) 


Native Trees and Shrubs of South Eastern 


Australia. (L.Costermans) 
The Mallee in Flower (I.K.McCann) 


in the natural environment 
and would be pleased to 
have a few more helpers on 
our stand. 


Geelong Birdlife in Retrospect. 
(Edited by Trevor Pescott) 
From Buckleys To The Break 


A Special For The Computer Wizard: 


Can you help? 


Activities and sample bags 
for children, entertainment 
and speakers will feature at 
the Expo. 


If you know of a group i.e. 
Friends of, Coast Watch, 
Water Watch etc - please advise 
Katrina Hedditch 5244 2108 or ask 
the group to do so. 


If you have suggestions on our club's 
display/demonstration or can help on 
the 15th, please contact me. 


oO 


John Gould's 'Birds of Australia’ on CDROM. 50.00 


How about a’gift subscription for a relative 
or friend? 


New subscriptions made in December will last until 


March 1999. 


PROGRAM CHANGES 


Please note some changes to the 
printed program and further 
information on Bio-diversity 
activities inside the front cover. 


m 


13.00 Buff-tailed Thornbills etc. 
40.00 

There are several 
10.00 attractive picnic grounds in 

the vicinity, eg. Graham's 
nce Creek Crossing picnic 
10. ground so we will decide 
15.00 on the day. A 

7.00 
DECEMBER 
GENERAL MEETING 


- MEMBERS' NIGHT. 


Members who participated 
in the Victorian Naturalists 
Cooloola/ Fraser Island 
Safari with John Sinclair 
will present a brief slide 
showtalk before our traditional 
Christmas break-up. 


Please bring a plate of food for 
supper. 
Oo 


NOVEMBER 


... With Joe Hubbard 


Royal Spoonbills; Double Heath; 
Water Sports; Dragonflies; Grilled 
Butterfly; Birds with a Tale; Beaut 
Walk; And Also: 


Royal Spoonbills: 

That bird with the fancy headdress is 
the Royal Spoonbill in breeding 
plumage. With black spoonbill and 
face it looks rather dashing with head 
plumes teased by the wind. Look for 
them now at your favourite wetland - 
as close as Jerringot on the Belmont 
Common. 


Now seems to be a good time to find 
flocks of Banded Stilts and Avocets 
(often together) on salty wetlands 
whilst the Black-winged Stilt can be 
found in both fresh and brackish 
situations. 


Double Heath: 

Winston Huggins and | had the 
money spent! On our recent club 
excursion to Anglesea we thought we 
had found a double form of the 
Common Heath. The flowers were 
pink, with the bell shape more 
accentuated and ofcourse double - a 
bell within a bell. Winston being the 
cautious person he is, in things 
botanical, took a flower home and 
examined it closely. ' No working bits’. 
There was no evidence of a pistil (the 
female part) or stamen (male part), so 
a flower can't be a flower without 
these items. It can still look like a 
flower. 


So it seems we will not be able to 
market that brilliant double form of an 
Epacris after alll. 


Water Sports: 

A warm evening and a cool drink 
(after a day's boneseed pulling) led to 
much reflection and watching our 
birdbath. The thoughts were about 
bird feeders and permanent Sources 
of water and that we were following 
the good advice offered in Geelong 
Naturalist, August 1977 "Attracting 
Birds to your Garden." 


My reflections were interrupted by a 
bathing Red Wattle Bird and wnat a 
performance. Splashing in, churning 
wings, much snapping of beak’and all 
the time uttering that scolding call 
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that is used when there is danger 
about. Then out preening, riffling 
feathers, toe-scratching and then in 
again. 


Probably the best | have seen was 
a synchronised swimming display 
by about eleven New Holland 
Honeyeaters. All perched on the 
bath's rim but not enough room for 
all - so turns they took. 


This could be a long, dry, hot 
summer, so don't forget our 
delightful feathered friends. 


Dragonflies: 

It is a good time to go dragonfly 
watching (after you have found your 
spoonbill) at your wetland. 


On warm evenings we see them 
hawking (sorry dragonflying) for 
insects in our back garden’ and 
looking rather like miniature 
helicopters, but far more 
maneuverable. 


On hot, windy days dragonflies and 
damselflies will shelter in your 
garden clinging to plant stems and 
leaves. How many species of 
dragonfly around Geelong? No 
idea, but | have certainly seen 
three, the obvious one, a smaller 
reddish version and one which is 
pale blue with a black-tipped 
abdomen. 


| can feel an article coming on - 
Dragonflies of the Geelong district. 
Anyone out there who can oblige? 


Grilled Butterfly: 

Last year | may have told you of the 
small butterflies with orange wing 
patches which we saw on the You 
Yang tops. They were very active 
and hard to photograph. The 
closest we could get to identification 
was one of the Coppers. 


Well they are up there again, now. 
How do | know? After returning 
from that day's boneseed pulling, 
there stuck in the car's grill was an 
intact, slightly the worse for wear, 
Copper Butterfly. Some good 
closeups should help to give it a 
name. 


Birds with a Tale: 

Just there, in the fuschia, is our tail- 
less New Holland Honeyeater. It 
doesn't seem at all inconvenienced 
by this modification. 


Some time ago | chased a 'new bird 
around the You Yangs, only to 
discover it was a tail-less Grey Fantail 
- well almost - its new tail feathers 
were very short. 


And there is one of the local 
wattlebirds with the same condition. 


No doubt each of the birds has a good 
tale to tell. 


Beaut Walk 4: 

This could be my last walk - in print 
that is! Commencing next issue 
members are invited to share their 
favourite walks through this page. 


This easy walk commences at the 
Queen's Park bridge and follows the 
left bank upstream of the Barwon 
River as far as the Buckley Falls park 
where signs will help you choose a 
suitable route. Return via the same 
path. 


Listen for Sacred Kingfishers,"ki-ki-ki" 
and the Reed Warblers from their 
reedy perches. Closer to the falls 
watch for White-faced Herons and 
Nankeen Night Herons fishing. from 
the rocks in the rapids and quiet 
backwaters. A lucky rambler will sight 
a Darter. 


Access: From Shannon Avenue; 
Newtown, turn west into Aphrasia 
Street which runs into Queen's Park 
Road. Car parks are found either side 
of the narrow bridge. 


And Also: 
Whiskered Terms showing dark 
underside breeding plumage. 
Rainbow Birds in the You Yangs. 
Woodswallows - White-browed, You 
Yangs 20/10/97. Flocks may still 
pass through. 
Blue-winged Parrots. Ground feeding 
in Ironbark Basin, Bell's Beach 
southside and other heathland areas. 
Long-billed Corellas on the plains 
around Geelong. 
Flowering: Flying Duck Orchids, 
Tiger Orchids, Grey Everlastings, 
Spider Orchids, Milkmaids, Purple 
Bearded Orchids. 
Cicadas emerge. They didn't last 
year. 
Silvereyes calling. They have a nest 
in your garden. 
Black-shouldered Kites - hovering. 
Beautiful. 

oO 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


... Ade Foster 


MEETING 22/10/97 
CATERPILLARS AND OTHER 
LARVAE. 


Holidays, baby-sitting duties and 
parent-teacher interviews meant this 
meeting was attended by just four 
members of the group, but a very 
pleasant evening was had by all. 
Caterpillars seem to be in short 
supply, perhaps because of the dry 
winter / spring or perhaps we are just 
a month too early. However, | 
managed to collect a few including a 
beautiful looper (Geometridae) 
which was found on the new Black 
Wattles at Yollinko. There was a 
very common Noctuiid caterpillar, 
(Uraba sp.) which is found on many 
Eucalypts at this time of year. They 
are quite small, gregarious, hairy 
little fellows who are leaf 
skeletonisers, often causing 
considerable damage to the host 
tree. They wear the head shields of 
their outgrown skins stacked 
vertically and attached to the thorax 
rather like a little hat. The setae 
(hairs) on these caterpillars are 
detachable, and can cause urticaria. 
If the larvae are molested they arch 
their backs suddenly, and so drive 
the irritating setae into their attacker. 
We also examined some non- 
lepidopterous larvae, such as ant- 
lions, and a number of aquatic flies 
and beetles 


EXCURSION 
ANAKIE GORGE 


12/10/97 


The rain which followed us all the 
way to the gorge blew over while we 
had our early morning cuppa and 
stayed away as we strolled up the 
gorge to the Switch Road picnic 
ground and back. The track has 
been graded to allow wheel-chair 
access and we took full advantage of 
the easy going. We had a rest and 
a snack at the picnic ground, 
surrounded by Crimson Rosellas, 
White-winged Choughs and Brown 
Tree-creepers, all ridiculously tame, 
then made our way back to the 
Gorge car-park for lunch. 


Again we rued the absence of a 
really knowedgable planto, but we 
firmly resolved to positively 
identify at least two ‘new plants 
on each trip and so slowy add to 
our list. After lunch we took Dick's 
advice and, following the dirt-map 
drawn by the ranger, drove along 
Aeroplane Road to see the Heath 
Myrtle. A very interesting drive(!) 
and well worth it in the end. 


UPCOMING MEETINGS and 
EXCURSIONS 


Our next meeting on 
Wednesday, 26th November, will 
be a slide and specimen night on 
the invertebrate and herpeto- 
fauna of the Flinders Ranges, 
when we will be discussing 
Specimens from our recent trip. 
There will be no December 
meeting as the fourth Tuesday is 
Boxing day. 


Our November excursion on 
Sunday 9th, will be a ponding 
expedition to the various swamps, 
lakes and ditches of the Beeac 
area. Interested people should 
meet at Ade Foster's house, 8 
Hazel Street, Belmont at 9.00 am. 


The December excursion will be 
to Edward's Point / Swan Bay and 
we will meet at 9.00 am on 
December 7th at the clubrooms. 
mj 


A COSY NEST 
. Valerie Lloyd-Jones 


On a birdwatching trip, 8/10/97, at 
Chiltern Forest Park | noticed 
activity by Brown Treecreepers at 
a hollow log. It was a fairly 
swampy area in the open forest. 
The burnt out hollow stump was 
about one metre high and upon 
investigation, there at ground 
level, in the hollow was a nest. It 
filled the hollow space and was 
made of dried grass lined with fur 
and feathers. 


Looking down into the nest the two 
eggs seemed cream with 
brownish streaks. It looked warm 
and snug. An ideal spot for baby 
birds. 


| hurried away to let the mother 
return to her duties. 
O 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


.. . Dick Southcombe 


Some of the plants observed on our 
club excursion to Werribee with 
Rohan Bugg were studied at our 
October meeting. White Box 
Eucalyptus albens (Myrtaceae 
family) and Tree Violet 
Hymenanthera dentata (Violaceae 
family) both noticeable on the river 
flats at Cobbledick's Ford and Blue 
Devil Eryngium ovinum (Apiaceae 
family) which is common on the 
plains were three which received 
special attention. This stand of 
White Box is possibly the most 
westerly occurrence in Victoria. 


- Come prepared with references etc. 


on Tuesday 11th to study plants 
observed on our eastern Otways 
excursion with Geoff & Lauris 
Mathison. 


Floristic surveys of both Inverleigh 
and Bannockburn cemeteries were 
carried out in October and will be 
repeated in late spring as part of our . 
Botanic Guardians project. 


An Invitation... 

Members are invited to a Wildflower 
Tour on Saturday 8th November 
which will be led by Tym Barlow, 
Grasslands Officer of the Victoria 
National Parks Association and Mark 
Trengove, local indigenous plant 
enthusiast. They will explain the 
ecology and conservation of western 
plains grasslands and grassy 
woodlands at sites which are 
regarded as some of the best 
remaining examples of Australia's 
rarest ecosystem. 


Meet at Bannockburn Railway 
Station at 10 a.m. 
Phone Tym on 03 9650 8296 if 
further information required. 

oO 


Those dragonflies sat 


Will someone please come to my 
rescue and write an article on 
dragonflies as suggested by Joe on 
his page ? 


If you do not, | shall have to listen to 
him complaining for months. 
o 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


October 28th 1997 


Our speaker for the September 
meeting was Richard Hill from Birds 
Australia (formerly RAOU) who filled 
in for Hugo Phillips, our original 
scheduled speaker. 


Richard is a zoologist who has 
worked on many projects, including 
research into Little Terns and Long- 
footed Potoroos. He has been 
employed by the Land Conservation 
Council, the . Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources and the Australian 
Natural Conservation Agency. 


In 1994 he was employed by the 
ANCA to investigate the distribution 
and habits of the Christmas Island 
Hawk-Ow. Christmas Island is part 
of Australia, but it lies some 2,000 
Km to the north west of the 
Australian mainland. It is about 350 
Km south of the Indonesian island of 
Java. 


Christmas Island is part of the 
Australian tectonic plate and the 
deep Java trench separates it from 
the South East Asian plate. The 
island is about 13,000 hectares - 
some 15 Km wide and shaped a little 
bit like a dogs body. 


The island has a main central 
plateau that was originally heavily 
forested with a series of terraced 
cliffs leading down to the sea. 
Sections of the forest contain 
clearings which have been mined for 
phosphate. About 25% of the island 
has been cleared. 


The geographic isolation. of 
Christmas Island has lead to the 
evolution of several birds which are 
endemic, including the Christmas 
Island Hawk-Ow. 


This hawk-ow is from the genus 
Ninox which includes ows such as 
the Powerful Ow and the Boobook. 
The hawk-ow is a small bird, 
weighing only 160-200 gram 
compared to a Boobook which 
averages about 300 gram. 
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The ows eat a variety of small 
prey including beetles, moths, tree 
crickets, young rats and geckos. 


Richard’s work involved trapping 
some of the ows and fitting them 
with radio transmitters to monitor 
their movements. This allowed 
him to establish the territorial 
range of each pair. By careful 
selection of habitat sites and 
extrapolation of his observation 
results, Richard was able to 
estimate the total population of 
the hawk-ows at between 450 
and 600 pairs. 


other endemic birds observed on 
the island included the Christmas 
Island Goshawk (pop 100 pairs), 
the C.I. Thrush (a subspecies of 
Asian thrush), the C.l. Imperial 
Pigeon, the C.l. Frigatebird, the 
C.I. White-eye, the C.I. Switlet, 
and the C.I. Greenwing Pigeon. 
The island is an important nesting 
site for the Red-footed Booby, 
Abbots Booby, Brown Booby, 
Common Noddy, Greater 
Frigatebird and Red-tailed 
Tropicbird. 


Richard explained that most of the 
birds that have become extinct in 
the past few centuries have been 
island birds. They are particularly 
susceptible to introduced diseases 
and feral animals, as well as 
destruction of their habitat by 
settlement. 


The second aspect of Richard’s 
talk was a discussion of the history 
and birds of Gluepot station (area 
of 50,000 hectare) situated about 
60 Km north of the Murray near 
the SA/NSW border. 


This station had six species of 
resident birds that were classified 
as threatened. They included the 
Striated Grasswren, Regent 
Parrot, Scarlet-chested Parrot, 
Red-lored Whistler, Malleefow 
and Black-eared Miner. Other 
birds present included White- 
browed Treecreeper, Grey-fronted 
Honeyeater, Major Mitchell 
Cockatoo, Apostlebird, Chestnut 
Quail-thrush and Southern Scrub- 
robin. 


David Baker-Gabb and other 
members of Birds Australia were 
the prime movers in organising 
the purchase of Gluepot for the 
sum of $350, 000. 


A bequest of $90,000 started the 
fund and the rest of the money 
needed for the deposit was raised in 
about eight weeks! 


Gluepot is important as about 1/3 of 
the area remains unburned and this 
type of habitat appears to be critical 
to the survival of many of the Mallee 
birds. The whole station had been 
only very lightly grazed as it could 
only support about one sheep to 
every ten hectares. Large sections 
contained no permanent water or 
dams, so they were not grazed at all. 


The station is adjacent to the large 
Bookmark Biosphere project which 
contains some 800,000 hectares of 
dryland country. This means that 
the whole area now forms a huge 
protected zone. 


The public will be encouraged to visit 
Gluepot, with camping areas and 
tracks being established. The local 
landing strip is to be lengthened to 
allow larger light aircraft to land. 
This is Birds Australia’s first land 
purchase and it appears that the 
success of this project may 
encourage further purchases of 
important habitat in the future. 
Donations to help the fund are 
certainly a great investment in the 
future of our birds. 


Thanks to Richard for his 
informative talk - the unscheduled 
discussion on the birds of Christmas 
Island was a pleasant bonus for us 
all. 


Next Month’s Speaker 


Marilyn Hewish is speaking to us on 
“To the Arctic: Birdwatching in 
Norway”. Many of us fondly 
remember Marilyn's last talk on the 
Birds of Hawaii and | am sure that 
this will be just as entertaining. 


Unfortunately | will miss Marilyn’s 
talk as | will be away on leave - 
Margaret will run the meeting. 


Rohan Bugg's hearing... 


As a change from birds, Rohan 
heard a Brown Tree Frog calling at 
9.00 pm near his home. It was 
Rohan's first recording of the species 
on the Werribee River. 

o 
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A SPIDER WITH A REPUTATION 


By Dave King 


8 Traum Street, Portarlington, 3223. 


Spiders for most people are an unavoidable evil. This is, perhaps, kindled by the known dangerous bite of a minority 
of species of spider. It should be understood that all spiders have fangs and venom, it just appears that several 
species have gained a sinister reputation, mostly it would seem because they are secretive and associate with 
human habitation more than most. 


One species, that has of late, elicited much interest, is the White-tailed Spider (Lampona cylindrata) family 
Gnaphosidae. A small spider, some 15 to 20mm in length, shiny black with a distinctive white patch at the rear of 
the abdomen. A nocturnal hunter, relatively common in the bush but, often frequents households. Distribution is 
wide-spread, found more frequently in the cooler parts of Australia. The retreat is a silken tubular sac, hidden 
beneath bark or other material forming a narrow laminated situation. 


The venom of this spider is apparently not life threatening to humans, although it may induce a degree of sickness 
for a limited time. Symptoms, according to Southcott 1978, are local discolouration at the site, head-ache, pyrexia, 
‘cold turns' and local itchiness. The main danger from a bite is the resulting necrotic effect, which can result in 
ongoing ulceration. Research has established that the spider carries in its venom the bacteria Mycobacterium 
ulcerons (Brunet 1996). Currently vaccine is being developed, though restricted by funding. Brunet states that the 
application of aloe vera and of L-Cystine ointment can in some instances form an antidote. Probably much 
depends on the health of the victim and their immune system. 


Another spider, subject to some current research, that has reputedly caused necrosis to result from its bite, is the 
American species Loxosceles reclusa. Bleakly 1997, states bacteria producing toxins from this spider destroys 
human blood cells. The bacteria has not as yet been identified, but funding is being sought to pursue this at South 
Dakota State University. Prognosis to date is that the bite generally causes some mild stinging or burning and 
ulcerative necrosis may follow within several hours to several weeks. The initial lesion may be red, oedematous or 
blanched and may later develop a blue-grey halo around the puncture. This is the result of haemolysis and 
vasospasm. The lesion may evolve into cyanotic pustules or bullous lesions surrounded by purpura. Eschar 
formation begins several days later as the lesion becomes necrotic. Other clinical findings may include fever, 
malaise, a scarlatinform rash, leucocytosis, arthralgia, vomiting, and diarrhoea. In rare cases there may be 
haemoglobinuria, DIC and shock. 


In general, therapy is supportive with immobilisation, application of local compresses, good local care, as well as 
pain management. Steroids are not beneficial. Dapsone may be beneficial but can have significant toxicity. 
Australia has a related spider, Loxosceles rufescens, again a nocturnal hunter, evasive and non-aggressive by 
nature. There have been no reports in Australia, so far, of bites from this species. 


References 


Bleakly,B. 1997, Brief Notes, New Scientist, p13 Vol. 154, No.2086, London. 

Brunet, B. 1997, Spiderwatch: Guide to Australian Spiders, Reed, Melbourne 
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Underhill, D. 1987, Australian Dangerous Creatures, Readers Digest, Sydney. 


Glossary 
arthralgia pain in a joint. 
bullous blistered appearance 
cyanic blueness or lividness of the skin. 
cystine a sulphur-containing amino acid. 
eschar scab formed on the skin. 
haemoglobinuria protein in blood contaminated with urinary products. 
haemolysis breaking-down of red blood cells. 
leucocytosis increased number of leucocytes in the blood. 
necrosis death of circumscribed tissue. 
oedematous effusion of serous fluid into the interstices of cells. 
purpura livid spots on the skin. 
pyrexia feverish condition. 
scarlatinform eruption red in colour. 
vasospasm l abnormal cell contraction. 


BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Golden-headed Cisticola 
Name: Golden-headed Cisticola 
Cisticola eximis 


Other names Barleybird, Cornbird, 
Golden-headed Fantail VVarbler, 
Tailorbird. 


Description Tiny brown/gold bird 
streaked with black, and pale below. 
Breeding males have distinctive 
unstreaked bright golden buff head 
and upper parts. Legs long, pinkish. 
Females and juveniles have 
longer tails than breeding males. 
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The various common names that 
have been applied to the Golden- 
headed Cisticola give clues as to 
its habits. Belcher called it the 
“Crop Warbler’ and knew it from 
crops of oats and wheat especially 
in November. 


This is the time of the year when 
Cisticolas make their presence 
known. VVhen not breeding these 
birds are inconspicuous, creeping 
about among the rushes, tussocks 
and rank grass. But come 
springtime the males assume their 
golden crowns and start to call and 
display. From now onwards you 
can see them perched on tall grass 
stems or flying up, up, up wth a 
buzz of excitement. 


" Their skill at sewing earned 


Length 9.5-11 cm. 


Voice Insect-like “bhzzt” 
followed by liquid “lek” or “pillek”, 
tiny chatterings and scoldings 


Food Invertebrates. Feed on ground. 


Habitat Tall moist grasslands, reedy 
river banks, crops. 


Range Northern, eastern and 
southeastern fringe of mainland 
Australia. Also occurs in Africa and 
Asia. 


Geelong At Jerringot and along the 
Barwon River. In tall Phalaris along 
damp road margins. Occasionally 
seen on heathland at the bottom of 
the Ironbark Basin. 


Nest . Round to dome shaped with 
large side entrance near top. Woven 
of fine grasses and bound with 
spiders’ webs. Lined with smooth 
layer of plant down. Less than one 
metre from ground in thick tussock. 
Eggs 3-4, lustrous blue, blotched 
red-brown with underlying lavender 
shading. 


Breeding September to March. 
Similar Species Zitting Cisticola 


(only found in northern Australia. No 
golden colouring). 


Cisticolas the name of 'Tailorbird'. " 


Or you might hear a ringing 
“Kerplink” coming from a patch of 
high grass. Watch carefully and 
you might be able to discover the 
Cisticola's nest. It will be worth the 
effort. 


When it comes to nest-making, 
Golden-headed Cisticolas are both 
clever and ingenious. Usually a 
living green leaf is sewn into the 
outside of the nest with a thread of 
spider web, running in and out of a 
series of holes pecked into the 
outer edge of the leaf. The leaf 
helps to minimise distortion of the 
nest, which is attached to growing 
grass stems. Their skill at sewing 
earned Cisticolas the name of 
“Tailorbird”. 


“Golden-headed Fantail Warbler’ 
encapsulates the song and display 
flight. Belcher put it thus: “It is a 
short, rich trill, often repeated, and 
is delivered while the bird is rising 
from the crop into the air, which it 
does with a buzzing motion of the 
Wings and short jerky gradations, 
mounting till one can hardly see it”. 


Belcher thought the birds were 
migrants, arriving when the oat 
crops were “well forward” and 
leaving not long after harvest. We 
now know they are resident in the 
Geelong district. They may be 
found at any time of the year in 


wetter spots on Belmont Common, 
for instance. But only now will you 
see them at their most spectacular. 


Because it’s always around, the 
species does not often make it to the 
Geelong Bird Report. |t is worth 
recording more often. 


So look and listen for this little 
beauty, another of our local gems. 


oO 


Advance Notice - A Bay 
Cruise with Ken Simpson 
... Dick Southcombe 


A Port Phillip Bay bird watching 
cruise departs Sorrento with Ken 
Simpson as leader on Sunday 
1st March, 1998. This will be 
advertised in next month's 'The 
Bird Observer. 


Since this cruise is a very popular 
event and some missed out last year 
naturalists from the western side of 
the bay are urged to book a seat as 
soon as possible by posting a cheque 
for $15 direct to: 

B.0.C.A., 

P.O. Box 185, 

Nunawading, Vic, 3131 
together with a note stating that you 
will be boarding at Queenscliff. Also, 
advise me that you will be boarding 
at Queenscliff. We will assemble at 
the entrance to the Queenscliff 
Marine Discovery Centre at 9.15 
a.m. 


We are fortunate that Ken's cruise 
coincides with a weekend trip by 
fellow naturalists from some inland 
clubs who would like to spend a 
weekend bird watching with us. 
Margaret Cameron has kindly agreed 
to organise wader watching sessions 
on the Saturday and needs a few 
helpers so that we can form smallish 
groups to benefit our visitors. Details 
of these sessions and a Saturday 
evening get-together will be finalised 
in the new year. 


o 
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OCTOBER MEETING 


... Roy Whiteside 


Report of illustrated talk on 
'YABBIES' given by CHRIS 
AUSTEN at the General meeting on 
7 Oct 1997 


Yabbies are a very valuable part of 
Australia's biota but they are 
vulnerable to habitat degradation. 
They have a potential for 
commercial production. 


RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

Dr. Austen is a senior lecturer at 
Deakin University (Warrnambool) 
with research interests which include 
the taxonomy of Australian yabbies. 
Pieces of yabby tissue are ground 
up and subjected to DNA testing. The 
collected data gives a better basis 
for species classification and in the 
understanding of the evolution of 
yabbies. The size of an adult yabby 


can be from about 300 milligrams up. 


to about 2 kilograms depending on 
species. 


WORLD HABITATS 

1.Northern hemisphere, mainly in 
south eastern U.S.A. 2.Southern 
hemisphere, mainly in S.E. Australia, 
New Guinea, Madagascar and New 
Zealand. 


AUSTRALIAN 
SPECIES. 

A damp habitat is essential for a 
yabby's existence. 


GENERA and 


Despite its high desert content and 
subjectivity to drought, Australia is 
rich in the number of yabby genera 
and species. About one third of 
Australian yabby species are found 
in Victoria. Warrnambool, in 
particular, is an ideal centre for 
yabby study because of its close 
access to many species. For 
example, the nearby southern 
Grampians region hosts five different 
genera in close proximity to each 
other. 


Three key Australian genera are 
EURASTACUS, ENGAEUS and 
CHERAX and these contain over 30 
different species. There are few 
species in most of the six other 
Australian genera. 


Victoria has some 36 species of 
which about two thirds are 
restricted to the state. Most yabby 
species have a limited distribution 


which is an important 
consideration for conservation 
and management strategies. 


Typical yabby habitats are 
southern rivers, tropical rivers, 
areas subject to flooding and 
under rocks in fast flowing 
mountain streams. 


BASIC TYPES 

1. Smooth Yabbies. 

The genus CHERAX comprises 
this type of yabby which is the one 
which most people are familiar 
with. It has been found that three 
species of this genus are useful for 
aquaculture. One particular yabby 
species from NT has a bright red 
patch on a claw which is 
completely soft to touch and is 
completely uncalcified. 


2. Spiny Yabbies. 

One example of this type is the 
very large Murray River lobster 
which has very distinctive white 
claws and abundant spines. 


3. Land Yabbies 

These are usually small and are 
not often seen as they rarely get 
into open water . They have 
adapted to life completely in 
underground passages and 
evidence of their burrows is found 
in southern Victoria and northern 
Tasmania. These burrows are 
unpopular with farmers and care 
is needed not to annhilate 
particular species which have a 
very restricted range. Claws of 
these yabbies operate in the 
vertical plane which aids 
burrowing. The size of eyes and 
head is considerably smaller 
compared with the water species 
of crayfish. 


Yabbies in rivers that dry up in 
summer survive by either 
burrowing into wet soil or seeking 
refuge in small remaining water 
holes which are low in oxygen and 
of poor water quality. 


A tropical species of yabby in the 
Cherax group has a red claw and 
is being targeted for aquaculture 
and is being introduced widely 
throughout the world eg. in 
Ecuador, Thailand and China. 

A Western District yabby is often 
known as the white yabby but has 
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been introduced into WA and is 
subject to a multi-million dollar 
industry. Little production occurs in 
Vic. 


A more widespread yabby is the 
Cherax Destructer named after its 
ability to damage walls of dams 
allowing them to drain. It is one of 
the survivors of the yabby world and 
has spread throughout Murray 
system and into NSW and 
Queensland. 


A study of the genetics of yabbies is 
useful in the study of mutants. For 
instance two mutants bred together 
produce more blue animals and are 
desirable in the ornamental pet 
trade. 


Colour variations in the same 
species from different geographical 
locations makes a taxonomy study 
difficult. Up to three different 
species can be found in one creek. 
Yabbies should be conserved for 
their biodiversity in their own right 
apart from the commercial side. 
Once waters dry up yabbies can 
burrow up to 3 metres with little 
difficulty. 


The Otway Ranges has a crayfish of 
the EUASTACUS genus which is of 
medium size and very colourful but 
very vulnerable to habitat 
destruction. There is a range of 
other colourful yabbies eg. orange 
and green. 


It is important not to overfish in 
particular areas because of the slow 
growth rate of certain species. ` 


REPRODUCTION 

All yabbies are sexual species and 
the male deposits spermatophore on 
the ventral surface of the female 
The number of eggs, colour and 
their size differs greatly between 
different species. Spiny Crayfish 
have fewer but larger eggs which 
hatch into larvae whilst still attached 
to the adult. Some yabbies take up to 
eight years to reach full size. Eggs 
hatch into larvae within a few weeks 
or up to 9 months depending on 
species. An adult yabby varies 
between about one third of a gram to 
2 kg depending on the species. 


A series of interesting questions from 
the audience were ably answered 
by the speaker with Dick 
Southcombe giving a vote of thanks. 

O 


FLINDERS RANGES CAMP 


... Ade Foster 


Five of the Bio-diversity ‘regulars' 
joined me for a two week holiday to 
the Flinders Ranges during the last 
school holidays and so no official 
September meeting was held. 
Bejanke and Jarrod Duim, Les 
Barrow, Claire McCormick, Dennis 
Greenwell and | loaded my van and 
trailer and, accompanied by several 
tons of camping gear, headed west in 
the early a.m. of 22nd September. 


We turned north at Bordertown and 
lunched near Scorpion Springs 
Conservation Park. A walk to settle 
the meal added a new bird to my list, 
the Tawny-crowned Honeyeater. We 
stalked this bird for some time 
through the scrub before making a 
positive ID. We stopped for afternoon 
tea and a walk at Karte Conservation 
Park. Despite rumblings from the 
back seat, | can assure you that we 
weren't lost, just a little unsure of 
Where we were. Bejanke proved that 
she was every bit as good as Jenny 
Drummond at finding orchids. A 
positive ID wil be sought from those 
who know when the photos are 
developed. 


We stayed the night at Berri and next 
day drove hard for Wilpena stopping 
only for lunch and fuel. Kestrels were 
remarkably common along this 
stretch. After we'd mentioned it 
several times, | decided to do a count 
and scored twentyfour in a thirty 
kilometre section. As we neared 
Wilpena, we were all struck by the 
cypress forest which bordered both 
sides of the road. Callitris 
glaucophylla, the White Cypress-pine 
is the only tree growing in what looked 
so much like a North American pine 
forest that we expected a Grizzly 
Bear to amble out at any minute. 


We arrived at our campsite at 
Trezona, 35 km past Wilpena, and 
after a brief recce set up camp. There 
were pit toilets, obviously designed by 
a midget contortionist, but no, water. 
With very few other camps, we had 
our pick of sites. As darkness fell the 
kangaroos moved onto the flat 
opposite our campsite, mostly Reds 
with the occasional Grey and 
Wallaroo. At night, with the aid of 
headlights and torches, upwards of 
sixty could be seen in the forty or so 
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acres of grassland between our 
camp and the road to Brachina 
Gorge. ; 


We visited all the main attractions 
of the Flinders, and did many '‘bio- 
diversions’ ... small walks along 
interesting stretches of creek-bed or 
into little valleys and gorges. 
Despite no rain to speak of for quite 
some time, there were flowers 
everywhere. Onion-weed 
Aspodelus fistulosis and Salvation 
Jane Echium plantagineum, both 
introduced, covered the open 
ground, and the occasional hillside 
was yellow with Cassia, Senna 
Senna artemisoides and Elegant 
wattle Acacia victoriae. Hopbush 
Dodonaea sp., red-gold or pale 
green was everywhere, along with 
several species of Eremophila. 
Along the creek beds, occasional 
stands of flowering Water Bush 
Myoporum montanum proved 
wonderful hunting grounds for 
wasps while Gum-barked Coolibah 
Eucalyptus intertexta and the ever 
present River Red Gum £. 
camaldulensis lined the banks. 


There were a surprising number of 
butterflies considering how dry it 
was, and we saw nine species. The 
Chequered Swallowtail was the 
high-light, and | shed several kilos 
chasing them recklessly over 
broken ground, my butterfly net 
swishing ineffectually. Beautifully 
marked with black and yellow, they 
were a surprising find in outback 
South Australia. We set the moth- 
lights up each evening, and though 
we had good numbers, there was 
not much variety. The little Crimson 
Speckled Moth, Utetheisa 
pulchelloides (Arctiidae) was very 
common, flying both day and night. 
The larvae of this moth, a 
cosmopolitan species found 
throughout Australasia, Asia, 
Southern Europe and Africa, feed 
on Boraginaceae, including 
Salvation Jane. Despite the limited 
number of species, | was pleased 
with the additions to my collection. 


The reptiles more than made up for 
the scarcity of moths, and we were 
constantly busy catching (or trying 
to catch) specimens for 
identification, photograph and 
release. A Burton's legless lizard, 
Lialis burtonis, caused great 
excitement when Jarrod and | 
captured it at a road-side stop. With 


its pointed snout and beautiful ash- 
grey and charcoal markings, it was 
the subject of a good many 
photographs. A few of the creeks 
carried water, fed by springs and the 
recent brief rains, and frogs were 
heard calling from all the well- 
watered areas. We only saw two 
species, the Streambank Froglet, 
Crinia riparia, and what | think was the 
dry inland form of the Spotted Grass 
Frog, Limnodynastes tasmaniensis 
but their numbers were quite 
astounding. 


Of the fifty eight bird species that we 
positively identified within the 
National Park, (a duck, a quail and 
some sort of wader didn't make the 
list), there were several notables. 
Striated pardalotes, though not often 
seen could be heard whenever we 
were near a creek. They were nesting 
in the hollows of the Red Gums and 
called incessantly from daylight to 
dark. Along with the Peaceful Dove 
calling 'Four O'Clock’ their calls were 
part of the back-ground noise of the 
Flinders Ranges. Elegant parrots 
nesting in the campground added a 
bit of class, as did the Collared 
Sparrowhawk nesting by the roadway 
a short distance from camp. A hollow 
in a river gum in front of our tents was 
visited daily by Red-rumped Parrots 
and White-plumed Honeyeaters. 
They seemed to be feeding on or 
drinking something just inside the 
entrance, but our tree-climbing days 
are long gone, so we could not 
ascertain what it was. Undoubtedly, 
the highlight was the camp 
scavengers, ever ready to swoop on 
a crust of bread or bit of fat from a 
chop. Not your usual silver gulls or 
magpies, but magnificent Black Kites 
which constantly patrolled the camp 
and were easily attracted to within a 
few feet! 


We spent a morning fossil hunting 
along the creek which flows through 
Brachina Gorge, and to our surprise 
very good fossil rocks could be found 
without much trouble. Several very 
good ones were simply lying in the 
clearing where we parked, having 
been used by a previous tenant to 
ring the camp-fire! The weather, 
which was warm and sunny almost 
without exception, added to the 
rugged beauty of the Flinders Ranges 
and made for a very enjoyable 
camping experience. 


(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8) 


BIRDS / BUTTERFLIES / REPTILES LIST 


FLINDERS RANGES NATIONAL PARK 23/9/97 - 1/10/97. 


BIRDS 
Emu 
Little Black Cormorant 
Pacific Heron 
White-faced Heron 
Wood Duck 
Black Kite 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Little Eagle 
Brown Falcon 
Australian Kestrel 
Black-fronted Plover 
Peaceful Dove 
Common Bronzewing 
Crested Pigeon 
Galah 
Little Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Budgerigar 
Mallee Ringneck 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Elegant Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 
Southern Boobook 
Sacred Kingfisher 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Tree Martin 
Fairy Martin 


BUTTERFLIES 
Chequered Swallowtail 
Small Grass Yellow 
Caper White 
Lesser Wanderer 
Meadow Argus 
Australian Painted Lady 
Australian Admiral 
Common Grass Blue 
Cabbage White 


REPTILES / FROGS 
Bynoe's Gecko 
Barking Gecko 

Gecko 
Tree Dtella 
Bearded Dragon 
Tawny Dragon 
Boulanger's Skink 
Burton's Legless Lizard 
Shingleback 
Spotted Grass Frog 
Streambank Froglet 


Richard's Pipit 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Red-capped Robin 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Willie Wagtail 
White-browed Babbler 
Clamorous Reed-warbler 
Variegated Fairy-wren 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Redthroat 

Southern White-face 
Brown Tree-creeper 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Singing Honeyeater 
Yellow-throated Miner 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Spotted Pardalote (7?) 
Striated Pardalote 
Silvereye 

White-winged Chough 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Australian Raven 

Little Raven 


Papilio demoleus sthendus 
Eurema smilax 

Anaphaeis java teutonia 
Danaus chrysippus petilia 
Junonia villida calybe 
Vanessa kershawii 
Vanessa itea 

Zizina labradus labradus 
Pieris Rapae 


Heteronotia binoei 
Underwoodisaurus milii 
Oedura sp. 

Gehyra variegata 
Pogona barbatus 
Ctemphorus decresii 
Monethia boulangeri 
Lialis burtonis 
Trachydosaurus rugosus 
Limnodynastes tasmaniensis (?) 
Crinia riparia 
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ON BELMONT COMMON 


.. . Valda Dedman 


Tender documents have been 
prepared by the Steering Committee 
that is overseeing the studies 
required by the Minister for Planning. 
The snipe study is to commence 
immediately, while the birds are in 
Australia. Both numbers and habitat 
are to be surveyed, as well as snipe 
movements in and out of Jerringot. 


Mist netting was carried out at 
Jerringot in mid September and mid 
October by members of VORG. 
Forty Latham’s Snipe were 
processed in September. Only one 
of these birds was recaptured in 
October, when many juveniles were 
caught. All birds were showing signs 
of moult. 


Groundwater monitoring test bores 
have also been put down to try and 
establish a groundwater profile. Full 
hydrological studies of the Jerringot 
system are not being undertaken. 


The Public Relations & Marketing 
Department of the City of Greater 
Geelong has published a newsletter 
called Upstream, which gives the 
impression that the Water Sports 
Complex wil go ahead and that all 
problems will be satisfactorily 
solved. Suddenly the name has 
been changed to Geelong 
International Water Sports Park! 
This is a deliberate attempt to swing 
public opinion in favour of the rowing 
channel and allay fears. 


For instance, although it states that 
the Jerringot wetlands will not be 
reduced in size (this has never been 
an issue), it does not mention that 
their nature might change. Nor does 
it guarantee the safety of the wetland 
adjoining the golf course car park, 
where the threatened Baillon’s Crake 
are to be found. 


It glosses over the question of 
finance and does not even mention 
the costly $715,000 realignment 
of Breakwater Road. 


We could have a wonderful park on 
Belmont Common, WITHOUT a 
water sports channel. Much more 
imaginative ideas could be put in 
place for less than the $6 million 
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dollars required for water sports. 
The City Council has never looked 


at the Common as a whole and — 


considered what is best for this 
area of Crown land; this piece of 
the Barwon River flood plain with 
its associated wetlands. 

Oo 


BALLARAT REGION 
FLORA DATABASE 
... Valda Dedman 
CD Coordinator 


On 28 August | travelled to 
Varrambeen Landcare Centre for 
the launch of the Ballarat Region 
Flora Database on CD Rom. This 
is a wonderful co-operative 
project that wil document the flora 
of aregion stretching from beyond 
Ballarat almost to Geelong. 


It is easy to use and later on will 
be available to the general public 
for purchase. 


At present we are helping to trial it 
and fill in the many gaps in 
information. We will need people 
who have a computer with a CD 
Rom drive to enter data from the 


many plant lists that the club and — 


its members have tucked away. It 
is very simple to do. 


‘Could you please let us know if 


you are willing to help and if you 
have any information or photos 
we could use. 


The CD will eventually have text 
and illustrations for all the plants 
of the Ballarat Region and is 
searchable by species and by 
area. As well it has a set of 
overlay maps of the region. 


We have been given a CD for use 
now and will also be given 
updates. This is an exciting 
project, involving Field Naturalist 
and Landcare Groups, SGAP and 
schools. Golden Plains Shire. and 
the City of Ballarat each 
contributed $10,000 and it is 
supported by Greening Australia 
and the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment. The 
software has been developed by 
Viridans Biological Databases, 
who produce the Victorian Flora 
and Butterfly databases and the 
Wild Things of Greater 
Melbourne. 


BONESEED ERADICATION 
REPORT 


... Rob Beardsley 
You Yangs 
October 25-26. 


‘Good and Not so Good News" 


The good news is that the 
exceptionally dry weather conditions 
over winter has reduced plant 
regrowth dramatically. Most 
flowering bushes were in’ poor 
condition and some patches of 
mature plants have actually died off 
- possibly a combination of soil type 
and low precipitation. 


The area cleared over the weekend 
was the western most point between 
the West Walk and Rockwell Road 
with concentration mainly on 
flowering bushes. The 30°C weather 
brought about numerous lizard 
sitings and cups of tea that seldom 
taste better. 


The 'Not so Good News' - despite 
good, perhaps too good, weather 
member turnout was poor with only 
one on Saturday and five on the 
Sunday. Sincere thanks to those 
members. It is a shame that in 
recent years the majority of 
members do not see the You Yangs 
project as one worthy of 2-4 hours of 
their time per annum. If you would 
like to make amends mark your 1998 
calendar on the 23rd and 24th May 
(not included on the 97/98 program 
of activities) when the next activity 
will be held. Here's hoping my next 
report will not include the ‘broken 
record' attendance story. 


Take care out there. 

Oo 
Thank you Rob, for devoting 
another whole weekend to this 
important community project. 
From our 180 members, six 
joined you. 


New member... 


We are pleased to 
welcome a junior member 
who joined the club since 
the last issue. 


Miss Emily Finlay 
oO 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


.. Geoff and Lauris Mathison 


Winchelsea, Wensleydale, 
Breakfast Creek. 
October 19. 


Fifteen members gathered on the 
banks of the Barwon River at 
Winchelsea with the weather 
threatening possible showers. 


We walked downstream from the 
road bridge to where the Barwon 
River Care Group, one of the local 
Landcare bodies, have commenced 
a wetland enhancement project. 
Red Gums, Blackwoods and Black 
Wattles are regenerating well after 
the big flood a couple of years ago. 
Phalarus and other weeds will need 
to be controlled but it is a fine 
project, together with plantings of 
native trees and shrubs upstream of 
the bridge. The 'twitchers' recorded 
thirty odd birds at the river and at 
Wurdi Boluc Reservoir. Crested 
Terns at Wurdi Boluc were an 
unusual sighting as far as | was 
concerned. 


A roadside stop on Centre Road, 
Wensleydale brought some 
discussion as to whether we were 
looking at Snow Gums or hybrids or 
both. There was also quite a number 
of holes on the roadside verge. The 
burrows appeared to be active with 
relatively large earth mounds 
outside some; they were on top of a 
hill, with very little ground cover and 
surrounded by open farmland. Were 
they made by black rats, swamp or 
bush rats or vigorous mice? 


A short distance beyond Alsop Road 
we stopped to look at Grevillea 
infecunda flowering well - also our 
first orchids for the day, Wax-lips 
and Sun-orchids. At last this surface 
gravel extraction site is being 
regenerated. 


On down the road, a lot of plants 
flowering, to lunch at Breakfast 
Creek out of the chilly wind. There 
were fine examples of Drooping 
Mistletoe here and Polly found 
flowering Swamp Mazus from a 
nearby paddock. 


After lunch, we moved a kilometre 
and walked a track to a disused 
camp/picnic site on Breakfast 
creek. Winston Huggins, from 
memory, listed at least 36 plants 
noted on this track. One 
interesting, tiny, daintily flowering 
plant found on the track was the 
Lesser Sand-spurrey Spergularia 
marina (sp.!?) according to 
Winston. 


Finally, we visited a heathland 
patch bordered by typical 
messmate bush between 
Pinchgut Hill crossroads and 
Love's Track. More Grev. 
infecunda was found here, a good 
area for mosses, lichens etc. in 
normal seasons but presently 
showing the effects of the current 
dry. Emu-wrens were the bird 
here. Many years ago, with the 
Poole sisters, we found Comb 
Ferns in this patch. 


Before we went our separate 
ways, Bob Preston read his plant 
list and Barry Lingham gave us a 
list of 56 birds for the day. We 


thank Bob Preston, Winston 


Huggins and Barry Lingham for 
doing the listing and everyone for 
coming and contributing to a 
pleasant day. 


oO 


PUBLIC LIABILITY 
INSURANCE. 
... Ray Baverstock 


Under the terms of the new lease 
for Jerringot wth the City of 
Greater Geelong, the club is 
required to have public liability 
insurance of $10,000,000. 


The committee has been able to 
arrange this (at an increased cost) 
but whereas our previous policy 
only covered public liability at 
Karingal, the new policy covers all 
club activities including 
excursions and campouts. 

oO 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Parkwatch - September 1997 
(VPNA) ' Winter of Discontent’ by 
Charlie Sherwin discusses 
degradation caused in native forests 
by firewood extraction. A solution 
could be found by combining 
protection of Box-ironbark forests in 
National & State parks with 
promotion of firewood plantations. 


Rob You's article on Landcare (now 
in its tenth year) covers the history 
and scope of this wide reaching 
Australian phenomenon. 


‘Brisbane Ranges National Park’ by 
Daniel Catrice. Article based on a 
talk given to the Friends of Brisbane 
Ranges National Park. Interesting 
coverage of the area's geology ;and 
topography. Aboriginal history and 
early white settlement. Its 
importance in being Geelong's first 
source of water supply and the 
creation of the park, first proposed 
by the FNC of Victoria in 1918. 


Wildlife Australia (Qld Museum) 
Natasha Schedvin wites about the 
mystery of the Regent Honeyeater. 
Where do these birds disappear to at 
the end of the breeding season? 


Edward Meyer and Jacquiline Milton 
discuss burrowing frogs and their life 
underground. 


‘Roo with a View by Andrea Dobbin 
is about Lumholtz's Tree Kangaroo. 
Current research is uncovering 
behaviour that does not augur well 
for populations of this animal outside 
national parks and other reserves. 


Outdoors Spring 1997 (DNR&E). 
As well as articles on French Island 
and Yarra Bend Parks, Swan Bay 
gets a double page spread. There 
are many other articles on work 
being done by various community 
groups covering a wde range. 


There is also a May 1997 report of 
the rabbit calicivirus impact. 


Angair Inc September 1997. 
This months 'Get to Know your 
Tracks' covers the Bald Hills 
heathland track, along with the usual 
array of interesting natural history 
notes. 

o 


— 


A TRIP TO THE FLINDERS 
RANGES 
SEPTEMBER 1997 

... By Bev McNay 


You don't need a four wheel drive to 
get to Arkaroola. My friend, Beryl 
and | set off from Geelong for the 
Flinders Ranges in my 1982 Holden 
Isuzu shuttle van, which has been 
fitted out for camping with bed, 
refrigerator and awning. 


It rained nearly all the way to 
Wilpena where we stayed the first 
couple of nights, encountering gale 
force winds and rain. However, the 
weather abated and we took off to 
the Gammon Ranges and 
Arkaroola. 


It actually took two days to get to 
Arkaroola, as there were so many 
interesting things to see and birds to 
look at along the way. 


After inspecting the ruins of copper 
mines and smelters at Blinman, we 
made a roadside camp along Glass 
House Road beside a dried river 
bed. This road was rough and 
winding with lots of shallow river 
crossings, but well worth the detour. 
Lunch at Parachilna Pub is a must, 
with a variety of exotic Australian 
foods. Turning east towards the 
Gammon Ranges from Copley, it 
was getting late, so we made 
another roadside camp. More rough 
road and river crossings next day 
brought us up to Arkaroola. 


Arkaroola is a privately owned 
property of some 61,000 hectares 
and retained as a flora and fauna 
sanctuary. There are air- 
conditioned motel lodges, dining 
and bar facilities, bunk house 
accommodation, powered and 
unpowered camping sites. The 
Sprigg family, proprietors of the 
property, have won awards for this 
first class set up and for their 
contribution to the natural 
environment. Ve chose a powered 
site and parked next to the other 4 
wd vehicles. 


Next day we decided to take the 
Ridge Top half-day tour, organised 
by the proprietors. Two open back 
4 WD Toyotas carrying 10 
passengers each, took us on the 
most spectacular route along the 
mountain ridges. 
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The scenery was absolutely 
breathtaking, each corner 
revealing a new and even more 
spectacular vista. 


Can you imagine mountains, 
which have been ‘folded and 
upturned to reveal sedimentary, 
volcanic and glacial rocks which 
are up to and over 1,600 million 
years old? Mind boggling stuff. 
Our destination was Siller's 
Lookout. This road is closed to 
public use but | would highly 
recommend that any visitors to 
the area partake of this tour 
costing $55. 


After this exciting day we did not 
need much encouragement to 
take a plane flight wth Doug 
Sprigg. Six passengers took off 
from Arkaroola airstrip to fly over 
the Gammon Ranges, across the 
sand dunes and gibber plains to 
Lake Eyre. The water of Lake 
Eyre, after the strong northerly 
winds, is shifting and quickly 
evaporating. 


We landed at a remote station 
north of Maree for morning tea 
with the owners of the property of 
Muloorina. After inspecting their 
bore water generator, we took off 
again to Arkaroola. 


| could go on and on about this 
wonderful place, more sight 
seeing trips, numerous bush 
walks, history and geology. 

Interesting birds seen here were - 


Red-capped Robin 
Hooded Robin 
Chestnut-crowned Babbler 
Chestnut Quail-thrush 
Variegated Wren 
White-winged Wren 
Southern Whiteface 

Black Kite 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Vegetation - 


Native Pine Callitris glaucophylla 
River Red Gum Eucalypt. 
camaldulensis, Coolibahs Æ. 
intertexta, Curlley mallee E. gilli, 
Black She-oak Allocasuaina 
verticillata, Wattles Acacia 
victoriae, A. ligulata, A. aneura, 
A. tetragonaphylla and A. rivalis. 
Emu bushes Eremophila 
oppositifolia E. duttoni, E 
freelingi. _ Hop bush Lobulata, 


Cassia Senna var., Mint bush 
Prostavthera Striatiflor, Grevillea G. 
aspera. 


There were hillsides covered in 
Spinifix Grass Triodia irritans. 


On the trip home we saw Sturt 
Desert Peas Swainsona formosa 
about 80-100 kms. south of 
Arkaroola along the Frome Downs 
road. 


| would highly recommend a trip to 
this area. 
m 


WILLIE WAGTAIL (Rhipidura 
leucophrys) 


MATING DISPLAY 


By Colin Goldberg 


7 Bass Drive, Lara, 3212 


At 10.00 am on 26-7-97, my 
attention was drawn by very loud 
chattering and trilling. This proved 
to be a female wagtail crouched on 
the ground with the male hovering 
600 mm above her. The male 
suddenly soared to about 5m, then 
dived vertically, rose, then dived 
again. On rising again the male just 
hovered. The female flew up and 
away from the male which followed 
close behind in an undulating flight, 
first rising 300 mm above the 
female, then falling 300 mm below 
her and repeating the manoeuvre 
over and over again while keeping 
very close to her. | observed this for 
about 150 m until | lost eye contact. 


| have seen the same behaviour by 
the Grey Shrike-thrush 
(Colluracincla harmonica) on the 
South Gippsland Highway near 
Yarram with the male diving from 
about 10 m, although the female 
was not interested. Unfortunately, a 
car disturbed the birds. 


O 
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VALE MARY ARTHUR 
Dick Southcombe 
Although Mary did not hold office, she fulfilled an important role in 
encouraging people to become members of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club during its formative years; she was instrumental in 
Leila Ramsay becoming a member. 


Mary thoroughly enjoyed club excursions and campouts and 
invariably conveyed friends to the Baw Baws and throughout the 
Otways. Her car load was always cheerful despite their occasional 
late arrival. 


Mary Arthur - an ever helpful club member. 


NOTES ON THE OBSERVATIONS _.... Barry Lingham. 


Several significant sightings were noted from these observations. The Ruff at Hospital Lakes is a rare visitor with the 
other summer waders. The Wood Sandpipers have also returned; they have become regular visitors over the past few 
years. Gordon certainly had a good day at Hospital Lakes. Observations of White-browed VWWoodswallows and Masked 
Woodswallows were reported on the 24 & 25th of October. Keep an eye out for these birds as they fly about. The Sacred 
Kingfishers have also returned to the Barwon River. The record of a Black-chinned Honeyeater at Bannockburn is 
interesting. Grant thought he may have heard a Painted Honeyeater also. 


Many birds are nesting at the moment; please record the details so we can help build up a profile of the birds that nest 
in the Geelong area. 
BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS October 1997 -- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), Craig Morley (CMo), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Lily 
Sherwood (LS), Penny Smith (PS), Ron Mole (RMo), Judy Rowe (JR), Kay Campbell (KC), Grant Baverstock (GBa), Dick 
Southcombe (DS), Colin Goldberg (CG), Margaret Cameron (MAC), Valda Dedman (VWD), Madeline Glynn (MG), Ken Best (KB). 


Hoary-headed Grebe 1 19/10/97 Breakwater KC 
Australian Darter 1 3/10/97 Lake Lorne. Drysdale. GBa 
White-faced heron 1 23/09/97 | Newtown. Feeding within 1 m of road by streetlight at 10 pm. RBa 
Rufous Night Heron 80 18/10/97 Donald (along Richardson River). Noted at GFNC campout. DS 
Royal Spoonbill 2 21/10/97 Barwon River. KC 
Pacific Blackduck 2 9/10/97 Newtown. Pair perched on chimney; harassed by magpie. CMo 
2412 Oct Lara, St.Lawrence Park. Pair with 12 ducklings. CG 
Brown Goshawk 1 19/10/97 Jan Juc. Immature bird captured a blackbird. per MAC 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 2+2 28/09/97 Long Forest. Pair with 2 young at nest. RBu 
1 28/09/97  Balliang East. RBu 
1 1/10/97 Little River. Black Forest Road. RBu 
2 7/10/97 Little River. Kirk's Bridge Road. RBu 
Whistling Kite 1 6/10/97 Werribee. Being harassed in flight by 2 magpies RBu 
Marsh Harrier 1 26/10/97 Ceres. Merrawarp Road. Noted to have prey in talons. VWD 
1 23/10/97  Jerringot VWD 
Australian Kestrel 1 6/10/97 Geelong City. Dropped into yard to snatch prey. CMo 
Baillon's Crake 1 29/09/97  Jerringot. Carrying food into rushes GMc 
3 10/10/97  Jerringot. VWD 
Masked Lapwing 2 5/10/97 Highton. Pair nesting beside tennis courts RMo 
Banded Lapwing 1 12/09/97 Barrabool GBa 
2 5/10/97 Gheringhap GBa 
Ruff 1 28/10/97 Hospital Lakes. GMc 
Red-kneed Dotterel 10 28/10/97 Hospital Lakes. GMc 
Black-fronted Plover 2+3 8/10/97 Lara, St.Lawrence Park. Pair with 3 chicks. CG 
Latham's Snipe 30+ 7/10/97 Jerringot and Golf Course wetlands. _ DS 
3 Oct Golf Course wetlands VWD 
1 30/10/97 Lara. Hovell's Creek. Appeared exhausted or unwell. CG 
1 5/10/97 Moolap Saltworks GBa 


(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 13) 


5/10/97 Moolap Saltworks GBa 


Marsh Sandpiper 3 
Wood Sandpiper 1 28/10/97 Hospital Lake. GMc 
Pacific Gull 5 25/09/97 Point Richards foreshore. Immature birds. MG 
Crested Tern 10 25/10/97 Point Richards pier. ` MG 
Whiskered Tern 1+1 17-27/10/97 Barwon River. One or two birds seen regularly. KC 
Caspian Tern 1 2/10/97 Barwon River. KC 
Common Bronzewing 1 25/09/97 Eastern Park. Rare visitor. CMo 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 3 30/09/97 Buckley's Falls. KC 
Long-billed Corella 2+3 15/10/97 Queens Park golf course and Fyansford KC 
Rainbow Lorikeets 2+ 5/10/97 Grovedale; Cobbin Farm. Two pair in hollows in same tree. LS 
5+ 28/09/97 Highton. Helena Street. Flying over. RBa 
Musk Lorikeet 3 25/09/97 You Yangs. MG 
1 26/09/97 Barwon River. KC 
Crimson Rosella 2 5/10/97 Highton. Helena Street. Immatures feeding in melaleuca. RBa. 
Blue-winged Parrot 5,3,4 7/10/97 Werribee. Argoona Road, over period of one week. RBu 
17 8/10/97 Anglesea. GMc 
2 5/10/97 Mt Sabine Road. GBa 
Pallid Cuckoo 1 8/09/97 Buckley's Falls. KC 
1 5/10/97 Ironbark Basin. GBa 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 13/09/97  Steiglitz KB 
1 13/09/97 Brisbane Ranges National Park. Lease Road. GBa 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 1 5/10/97 Highton. Helena Street. Calling over several days RBa 
1 4/10/97 Newtown. Calling over several days to 22/10/97 CMo 
Southern Boobook 1 7/10/97 Belmont. Downshire Road. Noted over 3 weeks. KC 
Tawny Frogmouth 1 9-24/10/97 Barwon River. Nesting near Queens Park Bridge. KC 
1 12/10/97 Highton Bellevue Av. Nesting in same tree as last year. RBa 
Barn Owl 1 10/09/97 Newcomb. Being harassed in flight by magpies and ravens MG 
Laughing Kookaburra 1 29/09/97 Newtown. Sitting on arm of streetlight. RBa 
2 1/09/97 You Yangs. MG 
Sacred Kingfisher 1 14/10/97 Barwon River KC 
Singing Bushlark 1 7/10/97 Little River. Black Forest Rd. Miming sparrow, starling, parrots RBu 
White-winged Triller 2 26/10/97  Pollocksford. Two males. VWD 
Blackbird 1 Oct Manifold Heights. Bird with one bad leg seen for three years. JR 
Flame Robin 2+ 5/10/97 Otway Range. Delaney's Road. GBa 
Scarlet Robin 2 5/10/97 Otway Range. Delaney's Road. GBa 
Rose Robin 1 5/10/97 Lorne. Sharps Track. GBa 
Golden Whistler 1 11/09/97 Manifold Heights JR 
Rufous Whistler 1 28/09/97 Long Forest. RBu 
Crested Shrike-tit 1 27/10/97 Brisbane Ranges National Park. Koala Track. GBa 
Speckled Warbler 2 28/09/97 Long Forest RBu 
Red Wattlebird 1+ 9/10/97 Highton. Helena Street. Juvenile being fed by adults RBa 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 1 28/10/97 Bannockburn cemetery. VWD 
Black-chinned Honeyeater 1 19/10/97 Bannockburn Reserve GBa 
New Holland Honeyeater 2 6/10/97 Belmont. Building a nest. RMo © 
White-naped Honeyeater 1 12/09/97  Steiglitz KB 
Eastern Spinebill 6 28/10/97 Geelong Botanic Gardens CG 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 2 27/10/97 Barwon River KC 
Mistletoebird 1 13/10/97 Brisbane Ranges National Park. Lease Road. GBa 
Spotted Pardalote 1 5/10/97 Steiglitz. Nest burrow in roadside bank. JR 
European Goldfinch 25 28/09/97 Modewarre. School Rd/Buckley Rd. CMo 
2+ 24/09/97 Highton . Helena Street. Heard daily. RBa 
House Sparrow 1 25/10/97 Highton. Gleaning aphids from rose bush. RBa 
Olive-backed Oriole 1 13/10/97 Brisbane Ranges National Park. Lease Road. GBa 
1 19/10/97 Bannockburn Reserve. GBa 
Satin Bowerbird egal 5/10/97 Otway Range. Delaney's Road. GBa 
White-winged Chough 2 Oct Serendip. Nesting. GMc 
2 Oct Stony Creek Picnic Ground. Nesting. GMc 
4 13/09/97  Steiglitz. Nest burrow in roadside bank. KB 
Australian Magpie-lark 2 6/10/97 Highton. Nest attacked by currawongs but now sitting again. RMo 
White-browed Woodswallow 100s 24/10/97 | Newtown. Heard high overhead. Again on 25/10 CMo 
10+ 26/10/97 You Yangs. Widely dispersed flock. PS 
5E 24/10/97 Bannockburn Reserve. Small flocks. GBa 
Masked Woodswallow 3 24/10/97 Bannockburn Reserve. Small flocks. GBa 
Grey Butcherbird 1 Oct Belmont. Present for about one month. KC 
1 5/10/97 Birregurra GBa 
Pied Currawong 1 25/09/97 Eastern Park. Feeding on caterpillars in gum trees CMo 
Grey Currawong 1 17/10/97  Fyansford KC 
Forest Raven 1 5/10/97 Barwon Downs GBa 
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